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****PRESS RELEASE****

BISL Presents Evidence on PGS to ODPM Select Committee 

Brigid Simmonds, CEO of Business In Sport and Leisure (BISL), Chair of the Tourism Alliance and Chair of the Central Council for Recreation (CCPR) this week gave oral evidence to the ODPM Select Committee as part of their inquiry into Planning Gain Supplement (PGS). 
Speaking on behalf of all 3 organisations Simmonds argued that active leisure would be the loser under the current PGS proposals. PGS creates incentives for local authorities to grant planning permission to developments that produce the biggest value uplift, penalising leisure development. The new supplement would also endanger the funding currently channelled into sport and recreation through section 106 agreements.
She urged the Committee to recommend that the supplement should only apply to housing development, as recommended by Kate Barker in her review, with section 106 agreements retained elsewhere. A proportion of PGS revenue should also be ring-fenced for investment in community sport and leisure facilities around any new housing development.

Simmonds said:

“Active leisure is in danger of losing out twice through the PGS proposals. Leisure development with its low potential value uplift will not be as favourably viewed by planning officers as higher uplift developments like housing and retail. Moreover, active leisure will lose the benefit it gains from locally negotiated section 106 agreements.
“It is important that we engage with Parliament through bodies such as the ODPM Select Committee to address challenges to the leisure industry at an early stage of their genesis. I made clear to the Committee that our worries about PGS are part of a broader concern that Local Authorities should receive more detailed guidance on planning for sport.”

For further information please contact Brigid Simmonds on 020 8780 2377

Notes to the Editor:

1. Business In Sport and Leisure is an umbrella organisation representing over 100 private sector companies involved in the leisure and hospitality sector. Further information is available at http://www.bisl.org. 

2. Details of the ODPM Select Committee Inquiry are available at http://mirror.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/odpm/PGSinq.cfm 
